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The exhibition ‘Next’ presents two young positions of a sort of new generation of painters.
Sergiu Toma is one of the youngest positions of the renowned School of Cluj, Romania. With him is presented Rudy Cremonini, a Bologna based painter who has been shown in significant solo and group exhibitions in the past years.
Both artists will show new works of their distinctive language.

Rudy Cremonini

The physical evidence of the artist’s trace is one of the most striking aspects of painter Rudy Cremonini’s practice. With brushwork a singularly important feature, Cremonini is fore-mostly a figurative painter, but equal to the significance of his subject matter, is his ability to animate the surface of his paintings. Close examination reveals a ground so active that its abstraction is seductive and absorbing. Cremonini traces his brush through paint that is toffee thick, creating little tracks that are often circular or ovoid and open out like topographical lines on a map. The painterly nature of Cremonini’s work is extremely inviting. It is tempting for the viewer to lose themselves in the buttery grounds, and to be drawn into the abstract world of marks and textures.

The balance between abstraction and figuration is carefully poised in Cremonini’s practice, but it feels natural rather than forced.This is an artist who not only enjoys painting ‘things’, but who loves the nature of the medium itself. This is clear from the delight Cremonini takes in depicting subjects that might otherwise be classed as unremarkable or ‘ordinary’.

Ambiguity is also a persistent feature of Cremonini’s practice. Rarely is anything definite. The faces of his subjects – be they human or animal – are often partially or fully obscured. Cremonini shies away from anything overtly explicit or brutal and he uses his seductive and often tender painting style to suggest rather than assert. In this way he succeeds in drawing the viewer into his world, making them part of it, rather than shocking or alienating them. From the delicate objects he selects, such as: scultura su fondo rosso (2013), that are intriguingly underplayed and almost out of focus, to darker, highly charged scenarios: brooding landscapes and domestic scenes brimming with erotic tension, Cremonini questions the status quo, and in turn, provokes the viewer to do this along with him.

Though some of the subjects and scenarios Cremonini recounts for us are undoubtedly drawn from the imaginary as well as the real, he succeeds in conjuring such a consistently believable world as to create a reality than is not only vaguely plausible, but utterly convincing, evincing Picasso's assertion that in fact: ‘Anything you can imagine is real’.
Jane Neal

Rudy Cremonini is appreciated by the critics and the public for his fascinating and individual style in painting and his poetic intensity. He has been shown in numerous exhibitions in New York, Berlin, Milan and Stuttgart amongst other places. 2012 he participated in the group show „The Dorian Project“ in New York together with artists like Marlene Dumas and Elizabeth Peyton.  

Sergiu Toma
‘Painting consists of more than the motive’, says Sergiu Toma born 1987 in Baia Mare, Romania. This might sound surprising, since he started out his career with hyper realistic portraits. But when he had reached perfection in his skills, he started to be interested in painting as a medium and its expressive potential. Inspired by the renaissance, baroque composition and the theater which discovered light as a key element of mise-en-scene, his paintings gained a playful momentum. His immediate sourrounding started to influence his work and clearly shows the context in which the artist has been born and raised, his childhood and family. The scenes, often very large formats are charged with mysticism and magic. The motives are a mixture of everyday life and dream and draw the viewer in. His interiors are often filled with familiar objects of symbolic meanings and abstract moments of light, hinting at something ineffable. The closed and open spaces in his works appear to be gloomy passages of transition: roads, rooms with open doors to other rooms, wide open squares. It’s the spaces and light situations that make those paitnings contemporary. His subjects stem from his personal life, his memories, his childhood. He reanimates those memories that appear on canvas after having been filtered by time itself. His attention to detail pairs up with moments where things appear out of focus, so that objects get blurry and scenes seem to be hidden behind a veil, showing the fleeting character of every captured moment.
Representing the youngest generation of the School of Cluj Sergiu Toma will show paintings typically oscillating between traditional and contemporary references.
He himself states, that painting as medium gains importance over the subject of the painting itself. His large size canvases full of myth and magic are celebrated by the international public. He has recently shown in New York, Amsterdam, Gent and Milan.
Victoria Dejaco
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